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Making Health Insurance More Responsive to the Needs of 
Children and Adults with Disabilities 

   Coalition Presents New Paper to Senior HHS Officials 
 

Washington, DC – October 20, 2011- The critical role that habilitation services and 

devices play in the lives of children and adults with disabilities is the focus of a position paper 

released today by the Habilitation Benefits Coalition (“HAB Coalition”), a group of 25 leading 

organizations in the field of disability and health care. The Coalition presented the paper today to 

senior officials within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) during a 

listening session for consumer organizations that HHS hosted in advance of regulating the 

essential health benefits package mandated in the Affordable Care Act. 

Habilitation services and devices help persons attain skills or functions that have not 

been achieved due to congenital or developmental disability while rehabilitation services and 

devices help persons regain functions lost or impaired due to illness, injury or condition. 

           Entitled, “Coverage of Habilitation Services and Devices in the Essential Benefits 

Package under the Affordable Care Act,” the HAB Coalition’s white paper presents a series of  
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recommendations that would make the reformed private health insurance market responsive to 
the health care needs of persons with developmental disabilities and thus help those individuals 
attain greater function and independence. 
   Specifically, the Coalition’s paper asks HHS to accept the Institute of Medicine’s (IOM) 
recommendation to start with the typical employer plan and fill gaps in coverage based on the 
ACA’s  mandate to cover benefits like “rehabilitation and habilitation services devices.” The 
paper also recommends that in forming the initial essential benefits package, HHS rely on the 
National Association of Insurance Commissioners’ definition of “habilitation” and act on the 
IOM recommendation to look to the Medicaid program for additional guidance in determining 
specific habilitation services to include in the benefit package.  

The inclusion in the ACA of the category of rehabilitative and habilitative services and 
devices was a major milestone for the disability community in that Congress recognized the 
importance of these benefits to improve the health and functioning of the American people. The 
essential health benefit regulations must be consistent with Congressional intent and must secure 
the level of access to care that is embedded in the statute.  These benefits are simply too 
important to the disability and chronic illness community to inappropriately limit through 
arbitrary restrictions and discriminatory exclusions. 

The Habilitation Benefits Coalition is comprised of the following organizations whose 
goal is to secure appropriate coverage of rehabilitation and habilitation services and devices in 
the essential health benefits regulation under the Affordable Care Act: 

 
 ACCSES 
American Association for Homecare  
National Association of Children's Hospitals 
American Association of People with Disabilities 
American Association on Health and Disability  
American Heart Association/American Stroke Association 
American Music Therapy Association 
American Network of Community Options and Resources  
American Occupational Therapy Association 
American Physical Therapy Association 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
American Therapeutic Recreation Association 
Association of University Centers on Disabilities 
Autism Speaks 
Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation 
Easter Seals 
Family Voices 
Hearing Loss Association of America 
March of Dimes 
National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities 
National Association for the Advancement of Orthotics and Prosthetics 
National Association of County Behavioral Health & Developmental Disability Directors 
National Down Syndrome Society 
The Arc of the United States 
United Cerebral Palsy 


